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“! Am The Vine, Ye Are The Branches” 


John 15:5 


By ANpREW Murray 


ALL the vine possesses belongs to the branches. The vine does 
not gather from the soil its fatness and its sweetness for itself—all 
it has is at the disposal of the branches. As it is the parent, so it is 
the servant of the branches. And Jesus, to whom we owe our life, 
how completely does He give Himself for us and to us. 


All His fulness and all His riches are for thee, O believer; for 
the vine does not live for itself, keeps nothing for itself, but exists 
only for the branches. All that Jesus is in heaven, He is for us; as 
our representative He stands before the Father. 


And all the branch possesses belongs to the vine. The branch 
does not exist for itself, but to bear fruit that can proclaim the ex- 
cellence of the vine; it has no reason of excellence except to be of 
service to the vine. Glorious image of the calling of the believer, 
and the entireness of his consecration to the service of his Lord. As 
Jesus gives Himself so wholly over to him, he feels himself urged to 


be wholly his Lord's. 


Every power of his being, every moment of his life, every 
thought and feeling, belong to Jesus, that from Him and for Him 
he may bring forth fruit. As he realizes what the vine is to the 

eS branch, and what the branch is meant to be to the vine, he feels 
that he has but one thing to think of and to live for,—and that is, 
the will, the glory, the work, the kingdom of his blessed Lord—the 
binging forth of fruit to the glory of His Name. (1 Cor. 10:31; 2 
Cor. 5:14). | 
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Who orfWhat Is Divisive? 


Letters To The Editor 


In your advocacy that members of our church 
refuse to contribute to the support of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches you are becoming di- 
visive. : 

Name Witheld. 


* * * * * * 


It is the National Council which by its actions 
is causing division. This organization has no 
mandate to speak for our church on “‘controver- 
sial political, economic and social issues” and in 
so doing they are betraying the spiritual nature 
and message of the Church. | 


We believe the National Council, as now led 
and operated, to be a menace to the welfare of 
the Church and of the nation. The recent action 
of the World Study Conference, sponsored and 
financed by the National Council, urging the 
recognition of Red China and her admission in- 
to the United Nations has been widely applaud- 
ed by the Communist press, giving this as the 
action of ‘38,000,000 Protestants’. 


When such things go on in the name of-the 
Church it is high time that CHURCH MEM- 
BERS WAKE UP. | 


We make no apology for urging our Church 
to stop support of the National Council. Until 
the Council is headed by officers and secretariat 
which represent American Protestantism as 2 
whole we feel that our denomination, along with 
others, should completely disassociate itself from 
the Council. 


Let those who favor the Council send their 
protests to that body, not to this Journal. 


—The Editors 
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Diversion—A Tactic of Satan 


In our deep concern over world developments, 
outside and inside the Church, there is the 
gravest danger of Christians finding their ac- 
tivities and energies diverted from the main is- 
sues of life. 


Probably no text has been used more frequent- 
ly by pastors on entering the ministry of a par- 
ticular church than the words of Paul: “For | 
determined not to know any thing among you, 
save Jesus Christ, and him crucified”. | 


During some mountain top spiritual exper- 
ience we layman have repeatedly resolved to 
take our Christian faith into daily life and make 
it a vital part of our business and other relation- 
ships. 


But the Devil has other plans. 


He does not want the minister to preach 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified. He does not 
want the layman to act and live like a Christian 
from day to day. 


Diversion is one of his favorite tactics. 


There are so many issues which seem of grave 
importance. Let the ministers preach on them 
instead of Christ and His redemption for sin- 
ners on the Cross. Let the layman concentrate 
on impressing others with his own piety; let 
him stay clear from overdoing his Christianity; 
let him leave prayer and Bible study more or less 
to his pastor. In fact just go easy on going all 
out for Christ. 


Across the Church today the success of Satan’s 
devices is for all to see. All of us frequently 
find our time and energies diverted to secondary 
things and through this Satan wins a great 
victory. 


As one studies the multiplied activities and 
programs of the average church one is impressed 
with how many secondary things, many of them 
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intrinsically good, have taken priority in our 
own personal lives and in the life of the church 
as a whole, while the one thing which should be 
denied to no man, a saving knowledge of God’s 
plan of redemption, is shoved off in one corner 
and ignored or neglected. 


What a victory for Satan! 
—L.N. B. 


The Simple Gospel 


When confronted with the necessity of ex- 
plaining the Gospel in terms a layman can un- 
derstand this should be done in the simplest 
terms possible. 


The basis of the Gospel is the deity of Jesus 
Christ. “Jesus said unto him, Dost thou be- 
lieve on the Son of God? He answered and said, 
Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him? 
Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast both seen him, 
and it is he that talketh with thee.” John 9:35-37. 
“Who is he that overcometh the world, but he 
that believeth that. Jesus 1s the Son of God.” 
I John 5:5. 


The message of the Gospel is the Cross—that 
Christ died for our sins. For I delivered unto 
you first of all that which I also recewved, how 
Christ died for our sins according to the scrip- 
tures.” I Cor. 15:3. 


The proof of the Gospel is the actual bodily 
resurrection of Christ. “.... that he was bur- 
ried, and that he arose again the third day ac- 
cording to the scriptures ... If in this life only 
we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most 
miserable. But now is Christ risen from the 
dead, and become the firstfruits of them that 
slept.” I Cor. 15:4,19,20. “J am he that liveth, 
and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for ever- 


more, Amen; and have the keys of hell and 


death.” Rev. 1:18. : 


The hope of the Gospel is Christ’s certain 
return and His complete triumph as King of 
kings and Lord of lords, a triumph in which 
believers will share for all eternity. “The king- 
doms of this world are become the kingdoms of 
our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign 
forever.” Rev. 11:15. “Then they shall see the 


Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and 


great glory”. Luke 21:27. “For the Lord him- 
self shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God and the dead in Christ shall rise 


first then we which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air and. so shall we 
ever be with the Lord.’ I Thes. 4:16,17. 


The world desperately needs the simple Gos- 
pel message, the message centered in the glori- 
ous and marvellous fact that God intervened 
in human history to redeem lost sinners through 
the atoning work of His Son; that this eternal 
Son of the Living God actually died for our 
sins to enable us, through faith, to become 
righteous in His sight; that this Saviour who 
died on the Cross actually arose from the dead 
and showed Himself alive by many infallible 
proofs; and that He is certainly coming again. 

Concentrate on this message and things will 
happen. 

—L. N. B. 


Shall We Promote Freedom, etc. 


The Washington Post of January 7th carried 
a four-colum-wide advertisement headed: ‘“The 
Un-American Activities Committee should be 
abolished, not reorganized and expanded”. 


Following 5 detailed reasons why this Com- 
mittee should be abolished, and attaching a 
coupon asking for financial and other support 
in working for the abolition of this Committee, 
nineteen names were appended, including Dr. 
Eugene Carson Blake, Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, 
Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, Prof. Paul Tillich and 
Dean John C. Bennett of Union Theological 
Seminary in New York and others. 


Admitting that there have been times when 
the Un-American Activities Committee may have 
exercised more zeal than judgment, by and 
large it has been a great deterrent to subversive 
activities in America. Furthermore, as now con- 
stituted it is being wise, judicious and searching 
in its activities. 


It is highly significant that the Un-American 
Activities Committee is one of the most feared 
departments in our Government by Communists 
and Communist: sympathizers. The reason for 
this fear is the file kept on individuals, showing 
their known affiliations with Communists and 
left-wing organizations. 3 


This forthright demand for the abolition of 
the Un-American Activities Committee indicates 
that some of our leaders are extremely naive, 


or extremely dangerous. 
—L. N. B. 
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Forgiveness Freely Given 
for Christ’s Sake— 
Not Conditioned on Contrition 


One of Luther’s troubles as a monk seeking 
forgiveness was the form of absolution used in 
his Augustinian order. After confession, the 
father-confessor declared: “I absolve thee from 
thy sins through the merits of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, for the sake of the contrition of thy 
heart, the confession of thy mouth, and the in- 
tercession of the saints.” Since contrition and 
confession are here mentioned alongside the 


merits of Christ as the basis of absolution, this 


form of absolution is conditioned upon them. 
Forgiveness is thus dependent upon the ad- 
equacy of the contrition and confession of the 
sinner. Luther remarked that “the condition 
was the cause of all calamity.”’ Since he had no 
assurance that his contrition and confession were 
all that they should be, he found no peace for 
his troubled heart in the sacrament of penance. 


In the long run, Luther found his anchor ex- 
clusively in God, in the utter freeness of His 
grace, in the all-sufficiency of Christ and His 
work for us. He condemned all confidence and 
trust in himself—in his contrition, his confes- 
sion, his monkery, his piety, his scrupulosity— 
and committed himself wholly to God in Christ. 


One wonders, however, if we Protestants some- 


times fall into the same ditch as that of the © 


Augustinian form of absolution. Do we some- 
times fear that unless our faith, our committal, 
our repentance, our dedication is a thousand 
per cent, we are not saved? If we do then we 
are making these things, or one of them a con- 
dition for salvation and inviting the same trou- 
bles on our conscience as beset Monk Martin. 


At times even faith has been presented as a 
condition or a cause of salvation. Calvin de- 
fined the “cause” of salvation in Aristotelian 
fashion he was careful to make God the cause 
in each case. Thus, he described the instru- 
mental cause as “the illumination of God the 
Holy Spirit which we call faith.” Sometimes 
those who think they are Calvinists have al- 
lowed the first part of this statement to lapse 
and have spoken of the human act of faith as 
the condition or cause of salvation, thus mak- 
ing two saviours (1) Jesus Christ, and (2) 
man’s own faith. Whenever such a step is taken 
one is back with conditions that he can never 
meet. Which one of us has a thousand per- 
cent faith? Jesus accepted the father at the 
Mount of Transfiguration whose faith was con- 
fessedly marked by unbelief. He commended 
the faith which is as small as a mustard seed. 
Really, justification by faith alone, in the Re- 
formation sense, means that all the efficacy of 
faith comes from the object of faith. 
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Abraham believed, giving glory to God. Say. 
ing faith gives God all the glory of saving the 
sinner. Our faith is not the cause or condition 
that permits God to work in us. Rather, as the 
illumination of the Holy Spirit, faith is the 
sign that God is already working in us, that 
He has taken us into His eschatological pro. 
gram and is re-moulding us for service and 


_ Salvation in the Kingdom of the Son of His love. 


Luther found that in justifying himself he 
was putting his own judgment over or above 
the judgment of God which declares that all 
have sinned. Only when he condemned him. 
self did he justify God, for then he sentenced 
himself in the same way as God does. Thu: 
self-condemnation is the same as _ justification 
by God. Faith which flees to and takes refuge 
wholly in Christ is the way in which the right- 
eousness of God is imputed to me, the sinner. 


To him who works not—who offers no 
“merit” of his own whether it be contrition, 
confession or faith—but believes on Him Who 
justifies the ungodly, the sinner, his faith is 
reckoned for righteousness, Rom. 4.5, Lk. 


18.13-14. | 
—W. C. R. 


God Willing: Man Unwilling 


“How often would 1. . 
Matt. 23:37 


Sometimes, when a man gets a fall, he will 
say, “It jarred me all over”. This was certainly 
true when Adam and Eve fell in the garden of 


. and ye would not” 


Eden: “it jarred them all over’. 


One of the worst effects of sin is that upon 
our wills. Being left to the freedom of their 
will, they fell from the estate wherein they were 
created, and the will has been one of his weak- 
est spots ever since. Sometimes’ our wills be- 
come stubborn, and often they become weak; 


‘we do not seem to have the ability to do what 


we know we ought to do. 


These sad words of Jesus come at the close 
of* this severe chapter where Jesus, in stern 
language, is rebuking the Pharisees and other 
leaders of the Jews. Eight times He pronounces 
“woe” upon these men. They simply would not 
believe on Him, or come to Him for life eternal. 


This condition of the human will is what 
makes preaching a very difficult job. We have 
a Glorious Gospel; the Best News ever heralded 
from heaven, but men will not believe, will not 
repent, will not come, will not accept free and 
full salvation. They say No! to the Gospel in- 
vitation. 


‘“‘How often would I... and ye would not”. 
These words may be considered from different 
angles. 
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How true they are when applied to Jewish 
History: God would have done wonderful things 
for the nation, and for individual kings, but 
they would not let Him. Their disobedience 


and unwillingness was fatal. 


We can well apply these words to our own 
Nation and to the church as a whole. 


We can look at our own lives and learn a 
much needed lesson. 


How often God would have saved men, and 
they would not be saved. | 


How often God would have blessed us, but 
we refused His blessings. He wanted us to be 
happy and strong and we would not. 


How often God would have used us in some 
big way and we would not be used. | 


Oh, that we might always say Yes to God! 
—J. K. P. 


Work 


Recently a church was organizing an every- 
member canvass and took as their motto, 
| “Prayer, Faith and Sacrifice will win the goal”. 
5 __ Many good Christians travel along on a similar 

| basis and wonder why they sometimes miss their 


not” | | goal and the evident reason is that that motto 


is not complete. It would be better as follows: 
“Prayer, Faith, Sacrifice and WORK will win 


will 
inly the goal”’. 
nof | “Be ye doers of the Word and not hearers 


only”, writes James and in so writing he does 
|} not exalt works as against faith, but he exalts 
faith as producing works. 


There is a time for all things. A time to pray 
and a time to work, a time to strive and a time 
to rest. Praying and not working, and, working 
and not praying, are ofttimes equally ineffective 
_ because God in His infinite wisdom knows that 
we humans are prone not to appreciate some- 
thing that we get without effort. ‘Watch and 
pray that ye enter not into temptation”, Jesus 
said to his Disciples when they went to sleep 
on the job and here the “watching” was equally 
important with the praying. : 


The labor unions once started the sit-down 
strike idea but this has been prevalent in the 
churches for many years. There are lots of sit- 


ave 
led £ down strikers in every congregation and they 
aie take possession of the churches and prevent 
many others from working. 
ind 
in- — So, to sum up—pray first, pray always, and 
t then—WORK, and faith is automatic. WORK, 
, — and sacrifice is inevitable. WORK, and prayer 
ct. 
_ will be answered. 
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The Test Tube 


Thumbing through an old scrap book, the 
writer ran across a yellowed clipping from a 
Dallas, Texas, newspaper, in bold lettering and 
boxed in like this: 


- REWARD — $500.00 IN GOLD 
For the name of ONE CHRISTIAN who 
has faithfully paid ONE TENTH of his 
income to God, and has not PROSPERED 
AS WELL, OR BETTER THAN BE- 
FORE, on the ENTIRE INCOME. 

Tenth Legion Committee 
East Dallas Christian Church, 
4024 North Street, Dallas, ‘Texas. 


THIS IS TO CERTIFY that this Bank 
will pay IN GOLD the check of Arthur 
A. Everts, Chairman, for $500.00 for above 
reward. 
(Signed) S. J. McFarland, V. Pres. 
Security National Bank, 
Capital and Surplus $2,000,000 
Dallas, ‘Texas. 


Fact that the bank would pay in GOLD in- 
dicates the clipping must be at least 25 years 
old, as gold certificates were retired in 1933. I 
wondered if the reward had ever been claimed, 
and wrote to Dr. Kerr Taylor, Associate Pastor, 
First Presbyterian Church in Dallas, as follows: 


Dear Brother Taylor: 


May I impose upon your busy schedule to get 
a piece of information which ought to prove 
both interesting and profitable. Anyhow I am 
taking the chance. The clipping must be at 
least 25 years old, and it is possible the bank 
named in it has changed names or merged with 
some other. Also those members (or officers) 
of the “East Dallas Christian Church” who were 
familiar with the incident may have passed 
away or have forgotten. What I would like for 
you to do would be to discover and put me on 
a live clue to the address of any one connected 
with either the bank or the church named so 
that I may communicate with them and learn 
“what if anything” ever resulted from this 
unique advertisement of the Tithe. The pos- 


_ sibilities seem to be promising. 


The following ts an extract from Dr. Taylor's 
reply: 

“Shortly after receiving your letter I went 
over to the Everts Jewelry Store here and laid 
the correspondence before Mr. Myron Everts, 
head of the firm, and son of the late Mr. Arthur 
A. Everts, named in the clipping as Chairman 
of the Tenth Legion Committee offering the 
reward. ‘This firm is located at 1615 Main 
Street and is the outstanding jewelry firm in 
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this part of the world. Mr. Myron Everts was 
very much interested and affirmed that to the 
best of his knowledge and belief the reward was 
never claimed. He recalled his father’s zeal for 
Tithing and evinced a similar zeal on his own 
part. The Everts are leading members of the 
East Dallas Christian Church. It is the second 
largest local church in their denomination.” 


Of the many irrefutable arguments in favor 
of Tithing, here is one from an unusual angle. 
“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that 
there may be meat in mine house, and prove 
me now herewith, saith the Lord of Hosts, if I 
will not open you the windows of heaven, and 
pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be 
room enough to receive it” (Malachi 3:10). 
“The windows of Heaven!” Look up in the 
sky and try to imagine what big windows God 
can open. He does not use His windows like 
we use ours—to let in the fresh air and let out 
the bad air. The atmosphere of Heaven is 
pure and sweet. Nor to let in the light, for the 
light of Heaven is many times more brilliant 
than the sunlight. “And the city had no need of 
the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it; for 
the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb 
is the light thereof’ (Rev. 21:23).-God_ uses 
His windows only to pour out blessings, with 
a special “outpouring” for those who recognize 
themselves as His stewards and are faithful in 


the discharge of their stewardship. 
—W. C. S. 


Trust in the Lord 


One of the positive proofs of a Christian is 


his trust in God. “Trust in the Lord” is a 


familiar quotation from the Bible used often 
to lift the hearts of those facing life’s tragedies. 
David’s Psalms stir our souls because he was 
surrounded by enemies and burdened by trou- 
bles but he never lost his trust in the Lord. 
This was often his subject, climaxed in the 
beautiful 37th Im. Abraham and all the 
other great charger of Holy Writ put their 
entire faith in the Heavenly Father. Paul and 
the disciples left us shining examples of abso- 
lute trust. 


Because he was an authority on the subject, 
let us examine David’s words: “Trust in the 
Lord and do good—Delight thyself also in the 
Lord and He shall give thee the desire of thy 
heart.” David believed in Our Lord’s loving- 
kindness and tender mercies, however praying, 
“Forsake me not, O Lord—make haste to help 


me. 


Again we find David advising, ‘““ Commit thy 
way unto the Lord, trust also in Him and He 
shall bring it to pass—Rest in the Lord and wait 
patiently for Him.”” The Lord, you may be as- 
sured, has a good reason to delay an answer 
to our requests, and this is not the only time 
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and place that we are told to have patience. - 
Perhaps we pray for God to help us and wonder 
why nothing happens. Like David you may 
say, “I am troubled; I am bowed down—mine 
enemies are lively, and they are strong and 
they that hate me are multiplied.” 


To this David furnishes the solution for his 
and our problems: “Be merciful unto me, O 
God, be merciful to me; for my soul trusteth 
in thee.” Over and over this is David’s theme: 
beset with troubles and enemies, he places his 
trust in God: “Blessed is the man who maketh 
the Lord his trust.’”’” And in Psalm 37 we find 
troubles and trust in the same verse (39th): 
“But the salvation of the righteous is of the 
Lord. He is their trust in time of trouble.” 


And the promise: ‘And the Lord shall help 
them and deliver them; He shall deliver them 
from the wicked and save them because they 
trust in Him.” ‘Trust, have patience and serve 
God and all will be well. 


—Ralph Brewer 
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LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 8 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Jesus Questioned About The Resurrection 


Background Scripture: Luke 20:27-40 
Devotional Reading: II Corinthians 4:13-18 


We live in two worlds: the material world which we can see, and the spiritual world, which we can- 
not see. The material world is a wonderful world, and the world of spirits is still more wonderful. 
Sometimes, when our eyes are opened, we can see this world. When Elisha’s servant cried out in dis- 
may, Alas, my master! how shall we do? Elisha prayed, and said, Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes that 
he may see. And the Lord opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain 
was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha. 


We have found out a great deal about our 
material world. With the microscope we have 
seen many marvelous things, and with the tele- 
scope we have discovered a universe that over- 
whelms us with its glory and greatness. Scientists 
have explored the wonders of the mineral, veg- 
etable, and animal kingdoms and have let us 
see some of their manifold wonders. Explorers 
have gone to the North, and South and East 
and West and have let us see the world we live 
in from the ice-bound poles to the tropical 
jungles. In recent years we have discovered 
hidden powers which frighten us as we think 
of what might come, if these powers are used 
to destroy mankind. _ 


I am sure, however, that the spiritual world 
is far more marvelous than this material world. 
We do not know as much about it, except what 
is revealed in the Word of God. Every once in 
a while the Bible opens the door and lets us 
look into this world. In our Devotional Read- 
ing we have one of these doors. Paul says, “For 
our light affliction, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory: while we look not at the things 
which are seen: but at the things which are 
not seen: for the things which are seen are 
temporal; but the things which are not seen are 
eternal’. Sometimes we have a hard time in 
this world. Paul did, and many others have 
been great sufferers. Will things be better in 
the other world? Paul assures us that they will. 


. This world with all its afflictions soon passes 
away while that other world never passes away. 
He which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise 
us up also, to fully enjoy the blessedness of that 
unseen world. In today’s lesson we study the 
answer that Jesus gave to a question about the 
resurrection and also what He said about the 
place that He was preparing for those that love 


JANUARY 21, 1959 


Him. May the Spirit open our eyes as we look 


‘at these two passages. I am sure that most of 


us would like to know more about heaven, and 
more about that world which is eternal. The 
Bible does reveal much about the place where 
we shall spend all eternity with the One who 
loved us and washed us white in His precious 
blood, and has made us kings and priests un- 
to God. 


a? The Question About the Resurrection: 
Luke 20:27-40 


This chapter is full of these “catch questions”, 
and this day has been called The Day of Ques- 
tions. This one is proposed by the Sadducees, 


the avowed skeptics of that day, who did not 


believe in the resurrection, nor angels, nor spirits 
They might be called the materialists of that 
age. The three parties among the Jews had 
all united to oppose and destroy Jesus. ‘These 
parties, the Pharisees, the Herodians, and the 
Sadducees, hated each other, but their hatred 
of Jesus made them unite their efforts. Today 
we have political parties, especially in‘a land 
like France, that make temporary coalitions in 
order to defeat somebody that all hate. 


They make up an almost impossible case of a 
woman who had seven husbands, one after the 
other. The men died and last of all the woman. 
In the resurrection whose wife shall she be? 
Jesus answered their question very simply and 
easily, and, in answering, gives us some clues 
as to the condition of Christians after the resur- 
rection. ‘There will be no marriages: we shall 
not die any more: we will be equal with the 
angels; and are the children of God. Our 
catechism says, At the _ resurrection, be- 
lievers, being raised up in glory, shall be openly 
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acknowledged, and acquitted in the day of judg- 
ment, and made perfectly blessed in the full 
enjoying of God to all eternity. The framers of 
the catechism could have gotten part of this 
definition here. There are many other places, of 
course, where these things are set forth. 


Comparing Luke’s account with Matthew’s 
we find Jesus giving an explanation of the error 
of the Sadducees: Ye do err, not knowing the 
scriptures, nor the power of God. Here lies 
the source of a great many of our errors; ig- 
norance of the Bible and the power of God. 
There are people who scoff at miracles, for in- 
stance. Now if we have an all-powerful God 
what is more natural than miracles? Some of 
our forefathers, or even fathers, laughed at the 
idea of an airplane or submarine, but this did 
not keep men from inventing them. There are 
operations performed in modern surgery which 
seem almost miraculous. What is more natural 
than for Jesus, the Divine Physician, to heal by 
a touch or a word? Miracles are natural when 
we know that nothing is too hard for God. The 
resurrection of Jesus was a stupendous miracle. 
Our resurrection will be also, but nothing is 
impossible with God. Once believe that, and 
all our doubts disappear. 


Then, ignorance of the scriptures is a source 
of error. If the Sadducees had read and under- 
stood the Old Testament they would have be- 
lieved in the resurrection. Jesus quotes a pas- 
sage with which they were no doubt familiar, 
but which they had not understood. God said, 
I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob. God is not the God of 
the dead, but the living. These men, whose 
bodies had been so long in their graves, were 
considered living persons by their God. Their 
bodies would be raised from the grave. Now we 
have a much clearer revelation than the Jews 
had in Jesus’ day, for we have the account of 
the resurrection of Jesus and such chapters as 
the 15th of First Corinthians. 


If boys and girls and men and women are 
thoroughly grounded in the scriptures and un- 
derstand them, there is little danger of their 
being led astray by the various errors of our 
modern day. The church is to be a “Teaching 
Church”, “teaching them to observe whatsoever 
I have told you”. Jesus was constantly teaching 
His disciples. It is told of Dr. Macartney that 
when he was sick his brother told him that he 
had to preach and he said to his brother, “Be 
sure and put plenty of Bible in it”. It is the 
Bible in our message which has power. There 
is so much false teaching abroad in our land 
that it is imperative that we know the scriptures 
ourselves, and that we teach them diligently 
to our children. This will safeguard them from 
the wiles of the devil. 
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Before leaving this subject let me remind you 
that Resurrection of the Body is far more than 
immortality of the soul. At Easter we hear 
much about this latter truth, but not so much 
about the former. We believe in the Resurrec- 
tion cf the Body; “our bodies, being still united 
to Christ, do rest in their graves until the Resur- 
rection”. At the resurrection these bodies are 
raised from the grave. Read and read again and 
again, what Paul says in I Corinthians 15. It 
was the Body of Jesus that came forth from the 
grave. See also our Shorter Catechism. 


II. The Place that Jesus ts Preparing for Us: 
John 14:1-7 


If you ever hear a man say that heaven is a 
state, or condition, and not a place; just quote 
verse 2 of this chapter: J go to prepare a place 
for you. We can have a heaven in our hearts, 
but this is not what Jesus is talking about in 
these opening verses of this precious chapter. 


We might call this chapter, The Cure for 
Troubled Hearts. ‘These words were spoken in 
the Upper Room, or part, while on the way to 
the Garden of Gethsemane. It is usually thought 
of as His Discourse in the Upper Room in con- 


nection with the keeping of the Passover and 


the Institution of the Lord’s Supper. The 
hearts of the disciples were troubled. They did 
not fully comprehend what Jesus told them 
about His approaching death, but nevertheless, 
there was a feeling of impending trouble. Let 
us see the cure for troubled hearts as presented 
by Jesus. 


We might sum it all up in one word, Believe. 
Faith is the cure: Believe in God; believe also in 
Me. He is a firm foundation. This world is a 
troubled world. Their faith was going to be 
severely tested. The death of their beloved 
Teacher on the cross was going to be a severe 
blow. If they were t» recover from this blow 
they must believe. A firm faith in God the 
Father and in Jesus Christ, His Son, would be 
necessary. (We might add also, faith in the 
Holy Spirit, the Comforter, for this comes out 
later in the chapter. Faith in our Triune God, 
Father, Son, Spirit, is a cure for troubled hearts) . 


“In my Father’s house there are many man- 
sions”. Who wishes to change these familiar 
words? They bring a rich idea to our minds. 
There is abundant room in our Father’s house: 
we need not have just a cabin, but a mansion. 
I often think of what Jesus meant when He said, 
I go to prepare a place for you. We like to pre- 
pare for our guests. Jesus has been gone nearly 
2000 years. What great preparations He must 
be making. 


“T will come again’. He has not forsaken us 
nor the world which he redeemed. He is com- 


(Continued on Page 11) 
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Department 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY 8 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Meet Islam! 


Scripture: Genesis 12:1-9 and John 17:1-3 


Suggested Hymns: 


“The God of Abraham Praise”’ 
“Faith of Our Fathers” 
“From Greenland’s Icy Mountains” 


(We are beginning a unit of three programs 
on the Middle East. This is the area of the 
world where Christianity came into being, and 
it is still much in the news today. It will be 
a great help to your young people if you will 
secure or make a large map of the Middle 
East and have it displayed where all can see 
it as three programs are presented. If there 
are any authorities on the Middle East in your 
church or community, be sure to use them in 
this study. You can also receive some help by 
contacting the World Mission secretary of the 
Women of the Church who should have a sup- 
ply of literature on this subject. Much of the 
material for this program is based on a help- 
ful booklet, “Introducing Islam” by Dr. J. 
Christy Wilson, published by Friendship Press.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


Today and for the next two weeks we shall 
he studying about the Middle East. No attempt 
to understand the Middle East can be successful 
without taking the Islamic religion into account. 
The Middle East is the birthplace of Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam. Islam is the youngest 
of the three, and it is the one which predomi- 
nates today. It is estimated that the countries 
of the Middle East are at least ninety per cent 


Moslem. Many of the problems in that area © 
can be traced to conflicts between these three 


religions. 


In this first program we want to learn some- 
thing about Islam. Our speakers will tell us 
about its history and spread, its doctrines and 
its customs and _ practices. 


First Speaker: 


Islam is the name of the religion. The word 
Islam carries the idea of surrender to the will 
of the one god whom the people call “Allah.” 
The term Moslem or Muslim is used of a fol- 


lower of the religion and is derived from the 


participle of the word Islam. 


JANUARY 21, 1959 


In the city of Mecca, which is about fifty 
miles inland from the Red Sea port of Jidda, 
the man Mohammed was born around the year 
570 A.D. He was to become the founder of 
Islam. After a disturbed childhood in which 
he was passed from relative to relative he mar- 
ried a wealthy widow who had employed him 
as a faithful servant for a number of years. 
This marriage gave him a position of impor- 
tance in the city, and allowed him time for 
contemplation and meditation. He saw a vision 
and felt himself called to be a prophet of the 
one true God, known in Arabic as Allah. This 
word “Allah” is closely related to the Hebrew 
word “Elohim”, which is used for God in the 
Old Testament. 


The members of Mohammed’s family became 
his first converts. The movement was not well 
received in Mecca, so in 622, taking his fol- 
lowers with him, he left Mecca and fled to 
Medina. This flight marked the year one of the 
Mohammedan era. In Medina Mohammed 
found a better reception, and in less than ten 
vears had built a large following, returned to 
Mecca, conquered it, and established it as the 
center of Moslem worship. To this day all 
Moslems face toward Mecca when they say their 
pravers, which for the faithful is five times 
daily. 

By the time of the prophet’s death in 632 
practically all of Arabia was under the control 
of Islam. A new caliph or prophet was chosen 
after Mohammed’s death, and the fierce military 
campaigns were continued with unabated fervor. 
By the year 732, the hundredth anniversary of 
Mohammed’s death, Islam had gained control 
of the Middle East, North Africa, and Spain. 
In that year the armies of Islam were defeated 
at the Battle of Tours as they attempted to 


_ conquer France. 


In their eastern conquests the Moslems estab- 
lished themselves in India, China, and Indonesia. 
Since the fifteenth century Islam has spread 
throughout most of Africa, and has made some 
attempts to establish footholds in the Western 
Hemisphere. A fairly recent estimate of Islamic 


strength indicates that there are well over 


three hundred million Moslems in the world 
today, and their greatest concentration is found 
in the Middle East. 
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Second Speaker: 


Islam has six fundamental articles of faith. 
They concern: 1. Allah 2. Angels 3. Holy Books 
4. Prophets 5. Predestination and 6. The Day 
of Judgment. 


Islam is a monotheistic religion, which means 
the worship of one god. Moslems are almost 
fanatical on this point. Allah is their one god, 
and he is a god of power, might, and judgment. 
Little place is made in Islam for the love of 
god. They would not think of addressing Allah 
as “father”. One missionary to the Moslems 
stated that he had never seen so fanatical a 
faith in a powerful god make so little difference 
in the morality of the people. 


Moslems believe in angels, both good and 
bad. Each person has two recording angels to 
write down his good and evil deeds. There are 
different orders and grades of angels. Some 
of them have Bible names and others are Islamic 
inventions. 


The Koran is considered to be the last and 
best of a series of 104 holy books which have 
been revealed by Allah. The first hundred of 
these books have been lost, and only four re- 
main. Three of these are the Bible (the Old 
Testament is thought of as two books, the 
Law and the Psalms, and the New Testament 
makes the third.) These three books are thought 
to have been corrupted, so that only the Koran 
remains as the dependable word of Allah. 


Islam states that 124,000 prophets have been 
sent to mankind. No attempt is made to give 
them all names, but some of the prominent 
prophets of the Bible are not mentioned. The 
six eminent prophets of Islam together with 
their designations are: Adam, the chosen of 
Allah; Noah, the preacher of Allah; Abraham, 
the friend of Allah; Moses, the speaker of Allah; 
Jesus, the word of Allah; and Mohammed, the 
apostle of Allah. Mohammed receives more 
attention than all the others. Many fantastic 
traditions and superstitions have grown up con- 
cerning him, so that he is thought of as THE 
prophet of Islam. 


The belief of the orthodox Moslem in pre- 
destination amounts to fatalism. He believes 
that Allah has unchangeably decreed all things, 
so that he is the author of both good and evil. 
The ideal of Islam, as the name indicates, is 
to be submissive to the will of Allah. No at- 
tempt is made to promote good or to combat 
evil... , there is no need to do so. This be- 
lief undoubtedly accounts both for the fanatical 
zeal of Moslems and for the lack of progress in 
lands where Islam has held sway. 


The day of judgment is known by several 
terms and occupies an important place in Mos- 
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lem thought and belief. It is believed that the 
good and evil deeds of the individual will be 
weighed in a balance. Those who pass will 
enter into a paradise of exotic pleasures, and 
those who do not will be sent to excruciating 
torment. The Koran gives a large place to de. 
scription of the delights of paradise and the 
terrors of punishment. 


Third Speaker: 

Islam has five basic religious duties. They 
are: 1. Recitation of the Word of Witness; 2. 
Saying the stated prayers; 3. Observing the 
month of feasting; 4. Giving the legal alms; 
and 5. Pilgrimage. 


The Word of Witness is the creed of Islam in 
its briefest, most basic form. It consists of only 
seven Arabic words, and says, ““There is no god 
but Allah: Mohammed is the apostle of Allah”. 
A person may become a Moslem by the recita- 
tion of these words. They are to be repeated 
many times during every day as an act of wor- 
ship and witness. 


As has already been noted, five stated prayers 
are required of all Moslems every day. ‘They 
are more like periods of worship than like 
prayers as we understand them. During the 
time of the prayer the worshipper must face in 
the direction of Mecca. During the prayer 
several postures are assumed: standing, bowing, 
half sitting-half kneeling, and prostration. In 
most places it is the exception rather than the 
rule for a Moslem to observe the five periods 
of prayer in strict faithfulness. 


Fasting brings merit at any time, but it is 
required in the ninth month of the Moslem 
year. The requirements to fast applies only to 
daylight hours. Sleeping is permitted during 
the day, so the general pattern is to feast at 
night and to fast and sleep during the day. 


Voluntary alms giving was encouraged by Mo- 
hammed, but the required alms are stipulated 
in a very saieitiotend code. Income is divided 
into many types, and every type is assessed ac- 
cording to a different percentage. 


Every free Moslem who can afford it is sup- 
posed to make a pilgrimage to Mecca sometime 


_ during his life. The most meritorious time for 


the pilgrimage is during the first twelve days 
of the last month of the Moslem year. Once 
the pilgrim approaches Mecca a very involved 
ritual is prescribed. 


Moslems also have dietary laws similar to 
those of the Old Testament, including the 
prohibition of alcohol, but none of these laws 
are kept very carefully. A Moslem is permitted 
to have four wives, and as many concubines 
as he can support, but polygamy is practiced 
less and less. Islam permits slavery, and in some 
places it is still practiced. : 
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Many progressive Moslems have recognized 
that these beliefs and duties provide little in 
the way of spiritual life for believers, but this 
superficial formalism is deeply rooted and is 
likely to continue. 


Program Leader: 


Christianity has a word of witness that is far 
superior to that of Islam. (Read John 17:3.) 
Our word of witness points to a Saviour and 
promises life. Islam has no saviour and no 
promise of the gift of life . . . no guarantee of 
the love of God. There are great physical and 
material needs in many of the Moslem lands, 
but their greatest need is to hear and believe 
the Christian word of witness. (Have a closing 
prayer.) 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 


(Continued from Page 8) 


ing to receive us unto Himself. He will not be 
satisfied until we are with Him; forever with 
the Lord. 


“The way ye know”. Thomas demurred right 
here: we know not whither thou goest; and 
how can we know the way. 


“T am the way, the truth, and the life”. Here 
are some words inscribed on a sign: “Without 
the way, there is no going; without the truth, 
there is no knowing; without the life, there is 
no living’. But Jesus is all three: He is the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life. Have we come 
o God by Jesus Christ? 


MISSIONARY BRIEFS 
TENNESSEE 


Nashville—(PN)—The Rev. and Mrs. Ernest E.. 


Gilmore of our East Brazil Mission announce the 
birth of a daughter, Diane Elizabeth, on October 
27, 1958, in Brazil. 


Mr. Gilmore is from Columbus, Ga. He cnaaliias 
his training at the University of Georgia, Presby- 
terian College, and Columbia Seminary. He is a 
member of Southwest Georgia Presbytery. 


His wife is the former Dorothy Elizabeth (Betty) 
Latimer of Miami, Fla. She is a graduate of Flor- 
ida University and the Assembly’s Training School. 
Chu — member of the Decatur, Ga., Presbyterian 

ure 


* * * * 


The Rev. and Mrs. Curtis Goodson of our Brazil 


Mission announce the arrival of a daughter, Pa- 7 


tricia, on December 8 in Sao Paulo. 


Mr. Goodson is a native of Miami, Fla. He 
studied for one year at the University of Miami 
and graduated from Georgia Institute of Tech- 
nology and Columbia Theological Seminary. He 
is a member of the Kings Mountain Presbytery. 


Mrs. Goodson is the former Lourdes Alves of 
Sao Paulo, Brazil. She is a member of the Presby- 
terian Church in Sao Paulo. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Earl S. King, Jr., of our 
Congo Mission, announce the birth of a son, Robert 
Edward, born December 31, 1958. The Kings, who 
are now on a year’s regular furlough in the United 


States, have two other children, Carolyn tte who | 


is 4, and Earl III, who is 2%. 


Mrs. King is the former Virginia Wood of 
Churchville, Va. She is serving in the medical 
work of the Congo mission as a nurse. She is a 
member of the Stony Creek Presbyterian Church 
in Burlington, N. C. Mrs. King attended Montreat 
College and the school of nursing of the University 
of Virginia. 


JANUARY 21, 1959 


The Rev. King does evangelistic, educational and 
industrial work on the mission station of Mboi, 
Luluabourg. A native of Mutoto in the Congo, he 
returned to the mission field as a member of 
Montgomery Presbytery. He studied at Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute, Union Theological Seminary 
and the Colonial School in Brussels, Belgium. 


on Kings expect to return to the Congo in May, 


ALABAMA 


Birmingham—(PN)—tThe Rev. Donald Fortson, 
Jr., preached his first sermon in his new pastorate 
here on January 4. Mr. Fortson came as pastor 
of the Vine Street Presbyterian Church of Birming- 
ham after serving for two years as associate min- 
— gs the First Presbyterian Church of Gads- 

en, Ala. 


He is a native of Augusta, Ga., and received his 
B.D. degree in 1956 from Columbia Theological 
Seminary, Decatur, Ga. He is married to the for- 
mer Mae Hancock Huie, and the couple has two 
sons who are two years and five months old, re- 
spectively. 


Birmingham—(PN)—Dr. J. Herndon McCain, 
who has served the Shades Valley Presbyterian 
Church almost since it was organized, officiated 
at the burning of the mortgage on the church, and 
at the dedication service which followed. He was 
assisted by the Rev. George M. Fitzgerald, associate 
pastor of the church. 


This December service marked the 15th anniver- 
sary of the church which was organized under the 
special commission of Birmingham Presbytery in 
December, 1943. Dr. McCain was called as pastor 
of the Shades Valley Church in Sept. 1946. During 
his pastorate the church has experienced remark- 
able growth. Approximately eight of the original 
28 charter members are still active in the church, 
and the congregation now totals 1469 members. 
The 1959 budget for the church calls for $107,154. 


The present church sanctuary and educational 
building are valued at $475,000. Of early American 
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architecture, the church is built of red brick given 
by Arthur Watkins, Sr. The tall spire, lighted at 
night, can be seen from almost any point in the 
valley. The sanctuary will seat about 650. 


GEORGIA 


Austell— (PN )—The Rev. Forest Traylor, pastor, 
of the Austell Presbyterian Church here, recently 
had an unusual privilege, when he helped with the 
installation of his father, Forest Traylor, Sr., as a 
deacon in the church. 


The father-son ceremonies took place in the 
Austell Church on December 28, 1958, and the 
Rev. Traylor says, “‘I can testify to the thrill of the 
occasion.”’ 


Cherokee Presbytery, in called session December 
30, 1958, acted upon the resignation of Dr. L. R. 
Scott, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Rome, Ga. He was honorably retired from the 
ministry after serving a period of over forty two 
years, in several states, including pastorates in 
Alabama, Georgia and North Carolina. 


For the past fifteen years he has been pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Rome, Ga., 
where many accomplishments have been recorded 
to memorialize his excellent leadership and out- 
standing service. He has always been a leader in 
the affairs of Cherokee Presbytery and the Synod 
of Georgia, serving as Moderator of both these 
bodies, and on numerous committees. 


A recent outstanding achievement has been the 
organization of two new churches (1955), now 
flourishing within the bounds of the city of Rome. 
A large number of the members of the First 
Church, formed the nucleus for these new churches, 
and Dr. Scott has continued to encourage these 
churches in their growth and. development. 


Dr. and Mrs. L. R. Scott have purchased a home 
in Rome, and will be at home to their many friends 
at 18 Wisteria Drive. 


Forty Five Years Perfect Attendance 

Attained by Member of Sunday School 

GREEN STREET PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH— 
AUGUSTA, GEORGIA 


Old Faithful Geyser has nothing on our Mrs. 
H. C. Morgan. Last Sunday, December 28, Mrs. 
Morgan completed 45 years of unbroken atten- 
dance at Sunday School. The David C. Cook Pub- 
lishing Company says that they know of no record 
that comes close to that of Mrs. Morgan. Our 
Mrs. Morgan has a world record. She has attend- 
ed Sunday School for 2340 consecutive Sundays 
without missing once. As a matter of fact, since 
we have had one Sunday in the new year, she now 
has a string of 2,341 Sundays! 


Mr. Harry C. Morgan, the other half of this 
team, had a record of forty years when he broke 
his foot four years ago and missed four Sundays. 
Mrs. Morgan has a string of attendance pins show- 
ing 44 years and will soon get one for 45 years. 
Mr. Morgan has not desired the pins to show his 
record. He says, “I just sit back and reflect the 
glory of my wife.” 


CONGRATULATIONS, MRS. MORGAN! WE’RE 
LOOKING FORWARD TO GIVING YOU YOUR 
FIFTIETH YEAR PIN! 
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LOUISIANA 


New Orleans—(PN)—Presbyterians in New Or. 
leans met for the 94th annual Union Communion 
Services on Sunday Afternoon, shassaced 4, at the 
First Presbyterian Church. | 


Dr. Alex W. Hunter, pastor of the host church 
presided at the union ceremonies. 


The sermon was delivered by the Rev. William 
A. Crosland, Jr., who is minister of the Oak Park 
Presbyterian Church. 


Other clergy taking part in the services included | 


the Rev. John W. Bracey, minister of Metairie 
Ridge Presbyterian Church, who read the scripture, 
and the Rev. Charles E. von Rosenberg, assistant 
minister of the Gentilly Presbyterian Church, who 
led the prayer. The Rev. Robert B. Smith of the 
Lakeview Church and the Rev. Paul Chapin of 
Kenner Church administered the sacrament of Com- 
munion. 


Elders from Presbyterian Churches throughout 
the city assisted in the services. 


The chancel choir of the host church was led by 
John M. Kupyers as director, with Frank L. Kuhl- 
man as organist. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Butner—(PN)—The congregation of the Butner 
Presbyterian Church dedicated their new religious 
education building Sunday afternoon, Jan. 4. 


The building has a floor space of 5,550 square 
feet, and was constructed for about $25,000. The 
congregation plan to use the fellowship hall for 
worship services until they are able to go ahead 
with plans to build a sanctuary. 


The Rev. Al Thomas, pastor, preached the dedi- 
cation sermon. The Rev. Tom Traynham, of the 
Oxford Presbyterian Church gave a brief history 
of the church and a challenge for its future. He 
also presented a plaque commemorating the Gran- 
ville Presbyterians for their help in building of the 
church, especially for the $2,950 contributed to 
buy the land. 


The Rev. E. L. Barber, Executive Secretary, 
Granville Presbytery gave the prayer of dedication. 
Dr. William H. Brownlee, professor at Duke Uni- 
versity School of Divinity, pronounced the invoca- 
tion and the benediction. 


Butner Presbyterian Church was organized in 
1957, and now has a membership of about 50 com- 
municants and as many non-communing children. 


Queens College, Charlotte, N. C., has been noti- 


fied that the Fund for the Advancement of Edu- 
cation, a committee of the Ford Foundation, will 
underwrite a study of academic planning to be 
conducted by selected members of the college ad- 
— and faculty, beginning in January, 


The purpose of this study will be to improve 
teaching and curriculum and to make more effec- 
tive use of faculty teaching hours. A committee 
of five faculty members has been appointed to 
work with President Walker and Dr. Curtis W. R. 
Larson, dean of the college, on this project of 
academic planning. 


Keeping in mind means of improving methods of 
education, the committee will restudy several phases 
of the life of this liberal arts college including the 
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Group Tutorial method of teaching now in opera- 
tion, the distribution of courses within the cur- 
riculum, the faculty teaching-load, and the present 


honors program. 


Wendell—(PN)—tThe Rev. Scott Poole, pastor 
of the Wendell Presbyterian Church has accepted a 
call to the West New Bern Presbyterian Church. 
He expects to assume his new duties in February. 


Mr. Poole came from Siler City to Wendell in 
1955. He had served in Siler City for five years. 
He is a graduate of Davidson College and Union 
Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Columbia—(PN)—Charles Heinz of the Forest 
Lake Presbyterian Church took office as President 
of the Men of Congaree Presbytery on January 1, 
succeeding Henry N. Garrett, outgoing president. 
Other leaders who took office were Jack McLaurin 
of North Augusta, vice-president; Charles Smith, 
Columbia, vice-president; Louie Coleman, Ridge- 
way, vice-president; and John Sankey, Camden, 
secretary-treasurer. The Rev. Lynn Temple Jones, 
Eastminster Church in Columbia, is minister ad- 
visor of the organization. 


TENNESSEE 


Fountain City—(PN)—tThe Rev. Donald Bran- 
don, pastor of the Fountain City, Tenn., Presby- 
terian Church, was recently elected president of the 


Knox County Presbyterian Ministers Association at | 


a meeting held in the Greystone Presbyterian 
Church. 


About 60 ministers belong to the association 
which includes in the membership pastors of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., United Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. A., and the Cumberland Presby- 
terian Order. 


Other officers elected include the Rev. Frank 
Gordon, Shiloh Presbyterian Church, as vice-pres- 
ident; and the Rev. W. Gene Richardson, Beaver 
Creek Cumberland Presbyterian Church, who will 
serve as secretary and treasurer of the association. 


TEXAS 


Houston—(PN)—The Rev. James K. Thompson, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Fort 
Worth for a quarter of a century, and a resident 
of Houston for the past two and one half years, 
died December 28 in Memorial Hospital after a 
long illness. He had been in the hospital for two 
weeks prior to his death, and had been in poor 
health for some time. 


He is survived by his wife, and son, Joseph G. 
Thompson; his daughter, Mrs. Keith F. Ribble, and 
two grandchildren, J. Gib Thompson and Mrs. Rob- 
in A. Elverson. 


Active in the civic affairs of Ft. Worth, the Rev. 
Thompson led the Pan-Presbyterian Alliance and 
was twice president of the Fort Worth General 
Ministers Association. He also served as president 
of the Ft. Worth Rotary Club, and was a member 
of the Masonic orders. For many years he wrote 
a column for the Ft. Worth Star-Telegram titled, 
“What Troubles Me Is.. .” 


The son of Presbyterian, U. S., minister, the 
Rev. Gilbert Taylor Thompson, James Kidd Thomp- 
son was born in Tunnel Hill, Ga., in 1874. e 
holds a B.A. and D.D. degree from Austin College, 
and an M.A. from Central University in Richmond, 
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Ky. He received his B.D. from Louisville Presby- 
terian Theological Seminary, and did graduate work 
at the University of Edinburg. He was ordained 
by the Paris Presbytery, (U.S.) and served in 


_ Texarkana and Calvert, Tex., until 1902 when he 


Lae ye a minister of the Presbyterian Church, 


He is the author of religious dramas “The Inn- 
Keeper of Bethlehem”, and “Saul of Tarsus’’. 


VIRGINIA 


Richmond—The Board of Christian Education of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S., has purchased for 
$200,000 a 162%4-acre site in Henrico County as 


“a new home for their storage, printing, and office 


facilities. 


This will become the eighth location for the 
Presbyterian Board since it was established in 
Richmond by the denomination’s first General As- 


sembly in 1861. 


The new site was part of the Margaret T. Mon- 
cure estate and includes the old Tinsley residence. 
It lies on the south side of the Richmond-Henrico 
Turnpike and runs westward from the Chesapeake 
oe Railway Co. tracks at the Chickahominy 
station. 


Completion of moves to the new location may 
take as long as a decade, it was noted by Dr 
Marshall C. Dendy, the Board’s executive secretary. 
He said that a five-man Building Committee which 
chose the site will be enlarged in order to make 
plans for developing the tract. 


First stage of improvements at the site will be 
to build storage and shipping facilities for the 
books and periodicals published by the Board. 
Other major needs are buildings for the William 
Byrd Press printing operations, and then office 
facilities for the staff personnel of the Board. Dr. 
Dendy pointed out that the Presbyterian Book- 
store will maintain a downtown location. 


THE GREAT TEXTS OF THE BIBLE, Volume 
8. James Hastings. William B. Eerdman’s Publish- 
ing Co., $3.50 until March 31st; $4.00 after the 
March date. 


James Hastings, the editor of The Great Texts 
of the Bible, lived from 1852 to 1922. During his 
lifetime the Scottish divine served his church as 
pastor for 27 years. For 22 years he was the 
editor of The Expository Times which he founded. 
After his retirement from the ministry he edited 
“Dictionary of the Bible” and “Encyclopedia of 
Religion and Ethics’. He also edited the classic 
twenty volume set “The Great Texts of the Bible’”’ 
which has proved to be a rich source of inspiration 
for pulpit preaching. These volumes summarize 
hundreds of sermons and are valuable tools for 
reference study. 


Volume 8 presents texts from the gospel ac- 
cording to St. Matthew. It contains 27 expositions 
from leading passages in this gospel. 


Eerdman’s proposes to issue three volumes each 
month commencing in January and continuing at 
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this rate until the entire set of 20 volumes is com- 
pleted. An attractive pre-publication offer is made 
until March 31st. All volumes ordered by this date 
can be purchased at $3.50, after that $4.00. The 
price of the entire set is $75.00. The set can be 
ordered in advance at $65.00. 


TAKING HEED TO THE FLOCK. Peter Y. 
DeJong. Baker Book House. $1.00. 


The author believes that family visitation is in 
danger of declining and dying away in the church. 
He affirms that this venerable institution has 
spiritual values which should be retained. Dr. De- 
Jong has done an excellent work in looking into 


the merits and warrant of family visitation in the 


ten chapters of this volume. The book is interest- 
ing reading and informative. The minister who 
reads this will see that pastoral visitation done in 
the name of Christ brings glory to God’s name 
through the increasing welfare of His flock. 


1959 STANDARD LESSON COMMENTARY. 
John Carter. Standard Publishing Company. $2.95. 


This is the Standard Publishing Company’s sixth 
annual volume on the International Uniform Les- 
sons. Eight pages are devoted to each week’s 
lesson. There is a verse by verse explanation of 
the lesson text. Truths for daily living are em- 
phasized. Visual-aid suggestions are offered. This 
volume should be of help to those who wish to 
make a detailed study of the lesson each week. 


CONCISE DICTIONARY OF JUDAISM. Dago- 
bert D. Runes. Philosophical Library. $5.00. 


The editor of this volume is a doctor of philos- 
ophy of Vienna University and author of a number 
of standard works in the field of philosophy. He 
has given us here a handy guide-book for quick 
reference in the fields of Jewish history, religion, 
philosophy and literature. More than 60 full page 
illustrations depict significant events and per- 
sonalities in Jewish history. 


For the most part, the definitions are concise 
and clear. The weakness of the volume is found 
in that many of the definitions are sketchy. For 
instance, on Ruth all that is related is “pastoral 
idyll of David’s great-grandmother.”’ On the the- 
ological subject of sin the author simply states, 
“Judaism rejects the doctrine of original sin. Adam 
and Eve suffered for their digression; every man 
and woman may choose the way of grace or guilt.” 


WHY BAPTIZE INFANTS. Harry Hutchison. 
Greenwich Book Publishers. $2.50. 


Dr. Hutchison has written this book primarily 
for the layman who is interested in the many 
controversial points about Infant Baptism. A num- 
ber of the questions which he attempts to answer 
are questions which many have asked at some time 
or another. The author presents arguments in 
favor of infant baptism and answers the major 
criticisms leveled against this historic practice. In 
Dr. Hutchison’s view the “essential factor in the 
divine human relationship is not what man does 
but what God has done.” The key to the question 
of infant baptism is that “God promises to act 
toward believers and their children with a gen- 
erosity they could hardly have conceived pos- 
sible. . . One of the tokens of this generosity is 
the religious rite which we call baptism.” The 
author’s reasoning rests on the belief that the 
child of Christian parents upon being born im- 
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mediately enters into a covenant relationship with 
God. Faith and understanding of which an infant 
is incapable are not pre-requisites for the estab- 
lishment of this relationship. 


Dr. Hutchison recognizes the continuity between 
the sacraments of the Old and New Testament. 
He offers a challenge to the church to prosecute 
properly and effectively her primary task—“the 
ministry of the covenant.’’ Here is a book that is 
revelant for the 20th Century. If one would read 
this book with an open mind, it would be very 
difficult to withhold baptism from the _ infants 
of true Christian believers. The author has well 
said, “To deny the sacrament is not only to deny 
the authority of the Word; it is to deny the very 


grace of God.”’ 
John R. Richardson 


THE PROTESTANT AND POLITICS. William 
Lee Miller. Westminster Press. $1.00. | 


This book is about Christianity and politics. It 
deals with American politics, as related especially 
to American Protestants. The author believes that 
Protestants can be proud of many things our heri- 
tage has given to the spirit of America but a 
negative attitude toward politics is not one of 
them. He affirms that we need citizens who think 
well about politics. The main value of this book 
is that it shows that there is a connection between 
Christianity and politics. 


There is much in this volume that is not in har- 
mony with Southern Presbyterian views regarding 
the spiritual and the political realms. The author 
deals with many controversial subjects and our 
readers will not concur in all that he has to say 
concerning disputed subjects. We commend the 
author for his insistence upon the Christian living 
his faith in every aspect of life. 


THE MAN WHO FEARED A BARGAIN. Harold 


Goad Newsham. Abingdon Press. $2.00. 


This volume consists of 15 sermons on Biblical 
characters. In them Mr. Newsham illustrates the 
abiding revelance of the mye omg to contemporary 
life and experience. He shows how present-day 
problems — adversity, temptation, frustration and 
mystery — are illuminated in the study of such 
Biblical characters as David, Jacob, Nehemiah, 
Isaiah, Zachariah and Peter. The author is minister 
of the First Church of Christ in Hartford, Con- 
necticut. He is a native of England and prior to 
coming to this country he spent 30 years as a 
— minister in England, Scotland and 

ina. 


GOD’S RIVER. Donald Grey Barnhouse. Eerd- 
man’s. $3.50. 


For several years, Dr. Barnhouse has been giving 
over the radio some remarkable expositions on the 
Epistle to the Romans. Three volumes in this 
series have already been published. This is the 
fourth and it deals exhaustively with the first 11 
verses of the 5th chapter of Romans. 
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Dr. Barnhouse examines the epistle to the 
Romans phrase by phrase, in the light of this 
immediate context and also in the larger context 
of the Bible. The best commentaries on Romans 
have been consulted. The author has also gone Remember! 
to the original language and gives us in this volume 3 
his choice findings. 
For a number of years, Dr. Barnhouse has ex- 
celled in the department of expository preaching. 
This last volume indicates that he is still going 
rith strong. He has done a magnificent piece of work 
ant with this section of Romans and it is a pleasure 
ab- to commend it to the readers of the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal. 
R. Richardson 
nt. | 
ute A PARENTS’ GUIDE TO CHILDREN’S READ- 
the ING. Nancy Larrick. Doubleday & Co. 365c. 
al This handbook has been written to encourage 
ery more children to read more widely. 18 national 
nts organizations representing children, parents, li- 
rel] brarians, teachers and others concerned with chil- 
ny dren’s reading have cooperated in the publication 
ery of this volume. 
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